
Ruthie’s Fund for Teachers
 (A Donor-advised fund with Jeffco Schools Foundation)
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About Ruthie’s Fund:  Ruthie's Fund for Teachers provides small grants supporting professional development for teachers, so that they have the chance to become better at what they do.  The Fund was started in 2007 to honor Ruth Raife McKellar, a Jefferson County kindergarten teacher, and to emulate her lifelong generosity and respect for teachers.  The fund supports professional learning for teachers that will make a difference for children. 
About the scholarship:  Ruthie’s Fund scholarships are awarded annually in amounts up to $500 per person to defray the cost of professional development.  Funds will be paid to the professional development provider.  If costs are in excess of $500, teachers and/or their schools are responsible for remaining tuition and course or activity expenses. 

The fund supports teacher learning that adds to instructional skills in:

· Language Arts

· Mathematics

· Reading & Writing Across the Curriculum
Applicants are asked to explain how the professional learning activity they engage in will improve instruction and student learning.  Although preference will be given to activities delivered by professional development providers with a track record of effective instruction, teachers may submit for consideration non-traditional learning experiences designed to improve their skills and impact their students.
Applying as a school team:

Ruthie’s Fund encourages teams (or at minimum a pair) of teachers from the same Jefferson County work site to take part in a professional development activity together.  Partners/teams of colleagues working towards the same goal provide each other support and help to keep everyone energized, which results in deeper, sustained changes in teaching practices. 

Who may apply:  Any full-time teachers employed by the Jefferson County Colorado School District.
To apply for a Ruthie’s Fund scholarship complete the application (below).  

Send via pony or deliver to: 
Jeffco Schools Foundation 
809 Quail Street, Bldg. #1

Lakewood, CO 80215
ATT: Robin Weikel
Applications may also be emailed to Robin Weikel at rweikel@jeffco.k12.co.us.
Ruthie’s Fund for Teachers
(Administered by Jeffco Schools Foundation)

Applicant’s name: ____________________________________________________________  Date ______________
Email: ___________________________________
Evening phone: ____________________________________

Home Address (City, State, Zip): ____________________________________________________________________

Current teaching position (grade level, subject): _________________________________________________________

Number of students to receive instruction from applicant: _________

School served by applicant:    _______________________________________________________________________ 

Principal’s name: _________________________________
Principal’s Phone: ____________________________

· Description of professional learning activity, the teaching skills that it will address, and how you anticipate it will improve learning for your students.  (If applicable, please include provider’s website and/or copy of any registration form with your application):

· Registration/tuition/activity fees requested:  $__________ (per person)

· Name(s) of other teachers from your building who will be applying for the same professional learning activity (each colleague should fill out a separate application): 

(1) __________________________________________________

(2) __________________________________________________

(3) __________________________________________________

If necessary, include additional team members on back of application

· How will you, your partner and/or team support each other in implementing what you learn? 

Are you willing to conduct a follow-up interview/evaluation in Spring of the year following your professional learning activity to help us assess the impact of the scholarship? ___ Yes   ___ No

Please sign if you agree to allow Jeffco Schools Foundation and/or Ruthie’s Fund to use program or project photos or testimonials in press releases, on their website, or in promotional materials:
Signature: ______________________________________________________ 
Send completed applications to: 

Jeffco Schools Foundation ATT: Robin Weikel
809 Quail St.  Bldg #1, Lakewood, CO  80215

Applications may also be emailed to Robin Weikel at rweikel@jeffco.k12.co.us.
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